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Catherine Mouton
Holmes goes
home
Rev. Clarence Williams
Buccaneer Louis Murphy, Jr., right, and his 1st Downs 4 Life organization treated
20 kids with loved ones battling breast cancer to a day of fishing.
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Adoption –
A call
to action

Children of cancer
victims ‘cast away’
worries for a day
BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer
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Teen Pregnancy
Summit

MADEIRA BEACH –
1st Downs 4 Life hosted
its first Cast Away Deep
Sea Fishing event for 20
children of parents currently battling breast
cancer and receiving
treatment from the Mof-

fitt Cancer Center. The
event, presented by the
Tampa Bay Buccaneers
and the Glazer family,
got under way early Saturday morning at the
Hubbard’s Marina on
board the Friendly Fisherman.
“Approximately 30 to
35 people came out with
us this morning,” said

NFL veteran and St. Pete
native Louis Murphy, Jr.
At one of the most
difficult junctures of
their lives, Tampa Bay
area youth ages 8 to 18
got an opportunity to
“cast away” from the realities they face with
their loved one who is
impacted by breast cancer.

welcoming
campus,”
stated Wisniewska.
She said in terms of
students the university
has reached its goal
quantitatively, and this
past year was exceptional
in terms of faculty. Seven
See DIVERSITY, page 4

See CEMETERY, page 7

The kids, parents and
battled
supporters
choppy seas most of the
morning but with rewarding results.
“We must have
caught about 100 fish,”
said Murphy, Jr.
This trip is especially
special to Murphy, Jr. because his mother passed

Celebrating diversity at USFSP
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
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Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
A crowd of people gathered at a beautiful home
overlooking Tampa Bay.
They weren’t there to sit
on the dock and watch
the sunset or have a dip
in the pool, they were
there to celebrate the diversity efforts of the University
of
South
Florida—St. Petersburg
(USFSP).
The
breathtaking
house belonged to Ann
Taylor who sits on the
board of Concerned Organization for Quality Education
for
Black
Students, Inc. (COQEBS) and is a volunteer
with USFSP’s diversity
initiatives. The evening’s

event was her way of saying thank you.
“I decided to show
appreciation to the chancellor and the university
for making the effort to
do the right thing,” said
Taylor.
A few years back at
an annual meeting, officials at the university
were giving out figures
and statistics about faculty members and their
positions when Taylor
asked how many of those
staff members were persons of color.
“The answer was
zero,” Taylor recounted.
“So I challenged the
chancellor to do better
and to see if we could
come up and make a conscientious effort and go
out and solicit qualified

Holly Kickliter, Regional Vice Chancellor
and Ann Taylor
competent people of
color to fulfill these positions.”
USFSP Chancellor
Sophia T. Wisniewska accepted her challenge and
ran with it.
“We work hard to be
an interesting, diverse,

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
“We’re going to fight.”
Those four little words
caused the small crowd
gathered Saturday morning at Greater Mt. Zion
AME to go wild.
The church’s pastor,
Rev. Clarence Williams,
has decided to launch a
legal battle over ownership
of the historic Lincoln
Cemetery, located at 600
58th St. S, in Gulfport.
“We feel like we have
an
obligation,”
said
Williams. “This is going to
be a long process but they
spoke to me last night,
those people…”
Williams had intended
to announce the church’s
plans for restoring the
cemetery when he learned
late last month that 23year-old Vanessa Gray had
obtained a quitclaim deed.
Now both sides are
lawyered up and ready to
fight.
In 2009, Lincoln, Inc.
transferred ownership of
the cemetery to Sarlie
McKinnon III who established Lincoln Cemetery
Memorial Park, Corp. In
2012 he dissolved the nonprofit, but not before receiving
$109,000
in
perpetual care funds.
McKinnon III turned
over the cemetery maps to
the church, and Williams
and his team got busy
preparing to restore the
nine-area plot of land. A
$90,000 grant from Pinellas
County was obtained to
help with restoration plans.
Although McKinnon received the property free of
any encumbrances, he did
not officially claim the
cemetery. Gray tracked
down the family that transferred the property to
McKinnon and was able to

See CHILDREN, page 8
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Your history book arrives weekly
Dear Editor:
It is painful for African
Americans when we realize we have been left out
or written out of books
and museums that tell the
stories of the very communities we live and
helped to build. We notice
when we are not there.
However, while we are
waiting to be included,
there is something any of
us can do. We can
collect tomorrow’s history today because it arrives every week in our
local African-American
newspapers and/or magazines.
Try this: every time
these publications report
“a first,” clip and save it. A
few years from now, your
clipping becomes historic.
Before you know it, you
have
documented
a
decade of black history.
Frankly, I was surprised I found a couple of
firsts in just a few minutes
within the clippings I was
processing. I learned
from the Florida Sentinel
Bulletin that in June 2016,
USF just graduated their
first black salutatorian
and first black woman to
receive a Ph.D. in Applied
Physics, Cristen Thomas
and Jasmine A. Oliver,
M.S., respectively. These
articles are now a part of
my “Local Firsts” collection.
We can build own history books. Do you love
sports? Collect informa-

tion on when records are
broken. Collect highlights
on local quarterbacks or
the unsung heroes who
wrap their ankles before
the game – you may have
to write that story. Be
sure to note the date and
publication where the article appeared. If you
don’t, you will wish you
had.
Black publications,
like the rest of the country, are packed with local
and national black history
during Black History
Month. Twenty-eight, and
sometimes, 29 days in
February are simply not
enough. As the author
of “African Americans of
Tampa,” I celebrate black
history every week.
To be clear, I clip articles from all sources.
However, none are as rich
with black history as the
black newspaper you have
in your hands or reading
online.
Personally, I love the
original, physical copy. No
one stands between you
and your future access to
the information, as you
have chosen to collect it. I
started a scrapbook in
high school. When I scan
through these old collections, I realize how our
minds turn life into a series of “sound bites.” Oh,
the things we forget!
Having the article minimizes the effect of our
sound bite memories.
Having the physical clip-

ping can be the evidence
needed to inspire online
research or a dig through
library archives. Having
the original relic allows
you to read the information written in the vernacular of the time, as
politically incorrect as it
may be.
Full disclosure, I have
either appeared in or written for these publications
at one point in my life, so
I feel a personal sense of
gratitude to them. In the
Tampa Bay area, we have
several: The Florida Sentinel, The Weekly Challenger, St. Pete Bulletin,
The Florida Currier and
The Power Broker magazine. If you have such a
publication in your area,
pause and think of how
valuable it is to you and
your legacy.
Ersula Odom is a
legacy writer with Sula
Too LLC. For additional
information, visit www.sulatoo.com.

Catherine Mouton Holmes
goes home
March 6, 1921 – February 1, 2017
A memorial service
celebrating the life of
Catherine
Mouton
Holmes will be held at
Bethel Community Baptist Church, at 2901 54th
Ave. S, St. Petersburg, on
Saturday, March 25 at
noon. The Rev. Dr.
Manuel Sykes will serve
as officiant.
Holmes passed away
Feb. 1 at the Heartland
Home Health Care Rehabilitative
Center
in
Columbus, Ohio. A resident of St. Petersburg for
55 years, she opened her
heart and her home to
many children and families over the years.
Affectionately known
to many as “Ma Holmes”
or “Grandma,” she was a
Christian woman, housewife and a self-employed
home childcare worker.
She will always be remembered for her dedication and faithfulness to
her God, family and
friends.
She was preceded in
death by her parents,
John Cass and Lucinda
Mouton, husband Rev.
Nathaniel
Holmes,
grandson Peyton Kyle
Rolax and siblings Viola

Mouton
Singleton,
Emma Lois Mouton,
Robert Mouton, Mary
Mouton Savoy, Susie
Mouton LaSalle, Kenneth R. Mouton and Rev.
Roland E. Mouton, Sr.
Loving and kind in all
her ways, upright and
just to the end of her
days. Sincere and true in
her heart and mind,
beautiful memories she
left behind to be cherished by her children:

Nathaniel Ray Holmes,
Naomi (Keith) Johnson,
Patty Cloy, Billie Holmes,
Sandra (Clifton) Ford
and Emma (George)
Banks. Her sister Geneva
Laws, sisters-in-law Arrie
Mae Holmes, Mary Mouton and Oletha Mouton,
15 grandchildren, 38
great-grandchildren and
22 great-great-grandchildren, along with a host of
nieces, nephews, cousins
and family friends.

Fighting
Dear Editor,
When people fight that
means that they don’t like
one another or about what
that person said or what
they did and that is no reason for that person to put
their hands on anybody’s
child. But some people
don’t know the difference
between fighting and nonfriendship.
Fighting
means that a person put
their hands on another
person, and non-friendship means that one person doesn’t like another
person and they’re not
friends.
And a lot of people
think that fighting is not
cool because if someone
gets hurt, it’s going to be
their responsibility for that
child. But some people
think that fighting is cool
because they hurt somebody.
Kamara Matthews,
World Changers Christian Academy
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Smooth Breeze Music Festival 3-day A call to action
weekend featuring Fanta-C
TAMPA
—
The
Smooth Breeze Music
Festival Weekend will
kick off Friday, March 31
with Too Smooth’s 20th
Annual Birthday Bash
hosted
by
Chicago
Queen of Blues Nelly
“Tiger” Travis at Bounce
Boy Event Factory, 5008
E. 10th Ave. in Tampa.
Saturday, April 1 the
festival will be hosted by
comedian Terry Harris,
featuring R&B artists
Christopher Williams,
Chubb Rock, Urban Mystic, Fanta-C with blues
singer Nelly “Tiger
“Travis and DJ Doctor
Doom at the Water
Works Park, 1710 N.
Highland in Tampa.
The last day of the festival, Sunday April 2, get
your giggle on with comedians T-Ray from BET
Comic View, Marvin
Hunter from Bounce
TV’s “Off The Chain” and
Batman from right here
in St. Pete will be headlining at Bounce Boy Event
Factory in Tampa.
The sensational R&B
group Fanta-C has been
performing for over 20
years. The singing trio
comprise of Ray, Tony
and Dorian. The three
members were born and
raised in St. Pete and
have been performing
since the age of 13.
Fanta-C has opened

up for such national acts
as Keith Sweat, Silk,
Jagged Edge, Charlie
Wilson, Frankie Beverly
and Maze, just to name a
few. These young men
have a wealth of lyrical
talents created through
their
soulful
vocals
sounds.
Their first hit song
“Secret Fantasy” known
for its memorable lyrics
that constitute a fantasy
for their future albums.
Their latest album will be
released this fall and will
feature current hit single

“Help Save Me.”
Providing mesmerized performances all
over the bay area, FantaC has earned a well-deserved fan base and
following. This group
truly revives the soulful
R&B flavor of the 80s and
90s, while adding a new
millennium twist.
For tickets, log onto
toosmoothent.com. For
more information about
the Smooth Breeze Musical Festival three- day
call
Too
weekend,
Smooth at (813) 244 7474.

New online application process for
Pinellas County Schools Pre-K and VPK
Pinellas County Schools is starting a new, more convenient online application
process for Prekindergarten for 3 year olds and Voluntary Prekindergarten. In
the past, parents had to visit elementary schools to apply for a seat. March
20-April 9, parents will be able to apply online for Pre-K 3 and VPK for the
2017-18 school year.
Pre-K 3 is for children who will be 3 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
VPK is for children who will be 4 years old on or before Sept. 1, 2017.
Families interested in VPK will also need to apply for a Certificate of
Eligibility (voucher) from the Early Learning Coalition
at www.vpkpinellas.net.
Parents will not need a voucher for Pre-K 3.
For information about Pre-K 3, visit www.pcsb.org/prek3
or call 727-588-6000 ext. 2184. For information about
VPK, visit www.pcsb.org/vpk or call 727-588-6513.

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR
ADVERSISERS

TAMPA BAY – One
Church One Child of
Florida challenges communities to seriously conadopting
or
sider
mentoring children in
need of a forever home.
Do you have room in your
heart for a child or siblings in need of a family?
This is an urgent and
important question that
must be raised time and
time again, but each time
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
child pictured here and
others like him are waiting for a permanent home
and/or mentor.
Daily over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them are minorities.
Can you provide a loving,
permanent home for
these siblings or other
children like them, or consider becoming their
mentor?
Churches are asked to
partner with One Church
One Child in sharing information with congregations and extending
Watch-Care Ministries to
children. Rev. Beverly
Hills Lane, state president
for One Church One
Child of Florida and vicepresident for National
One Church One Child, is
challenging her fellow
pastors to get involved
and encouraging families
to open their hearts and
homes to children.
These series of articles feature children located in communities
across the state; they have
no family identified to
adopt them. Will you take
the challenge of opening
your home and family to

Photo by Lara Cerri

I want to learn to drive!
parenting them?
March’s child is highlighted in this article; she
too deserves to have a
family. Do pray sincerely
for him and consider making him a part of your family through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Sabrina, 16
Sabrina was born with
a song in her heart. She’s
animated, outgoing, hilarious and almost always
smiling. She loves people
and gives herself wholeheartedly to being a great
friend. Sabrina is serious
about her health, about
eating well (though she
has a soft spot for
lasagna) and staying active.
Gymnastics and dance
are her two favorite
sports, and she’d really
like to be either a gymnast
or a dance therapist when
she grows up. She has no
preference of family type,

saying if she had two dads
she could be a “daddies’
girl.” For Sabrina, the
more siblings there are
the more love to go
around.
However, she is very
clear about one thing: she
wants more than anything
in the world to mean the
world to someone. Sabrina has such a bright,
amazing future ahead of
her. She needs and deserves to be part of a loving, encouraging and
accepting forever family.
If you are interested in
knowing more about Joseph
and Patrick and other children in foster care available
for adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster parent, mentor, partner or volunteer, please contact LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator for One Church One
Child of Florida’s SunCoast
Region, at (813) 740-0210
or lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
on
to
Log
www.ococfl.org for more information.
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Celebrating diversity at USFSP
DIVERSITY, from front page

of the eight tenure-line faculty members were of diverse backgrounds.
“We are really working
hard to make sure we are
reflective of modern day society…we know that the
strength in creativity, the
strength in quality, the
strength in mutual support
comes when you have people from different backgrounds,”
Wisniewska
averred.
One of the ways USFSP
works to advance diversity
is through their Family
Study Center under the
charge of Dr. James P.
McHale. The center works
closely with COQEBS on
their School Readiness
committee, focusing on prekindergarten aged children.
“We realize the achievement gap issue is not just a
K-12 problem, it’s a pre-K
problem,” said COQEBS
President Dr. Rick Davis.
Studies have shown that
85 percent of the brain is
developed by age three and
during that short period of
time, most of the cognitive
development occurs.

The Family Study Center and COQEBS are working together to train and
educate parents as well as
early learning providers in
the community so that they
can bring their levels up
and provide a higher quality
learning experience.
“You have to get them
early,” said Dr. Davis. “We
need their support. We
can’t do it by ourselves. You
need a leader and the chancellor is committed to it.”
Catherine Cardwell,
dean of the Nelson Poynter
Memorial Library at
USFSP, took a few moments to talk about the university’s efforts in helping
to preserved Pinellas
County’s oldest AfricanAmerican news outlet, The
Weekly Challenger.
USFSP received state
funding sponsored by Senator Darryl Rouson to digitize and archive past and
present issues of the
weekly publication.
“It’s going to be a repository that is available
around the world,” said
Cardwell. The history of St.
Petersburg and the African-

American community will
be out there for the world to
see. I think it’s a wonderful
accomplishment and great
record of cultural heritage.”
Wisniewska and her
team have worked tirelessly to create an inclusive
campus. Several new hires
have been black including
the Cecil Howard, the new
Chief Diversity Officer, and
two of the three candidates
for the dean of the College
of Education are also
African American.
“We can work together
and accomplish all types of
goals and hills that in past
times have seemed unclimbable. I believe in God
and have the faith to know
that if you keep praying and
keep working towards anything favorably, favorable
outcomes can and do happen and this is an exact example of what can happen
when like minds work together,” finished Taylor.
New issues of The
Weekly Challenger are being
archived every day at digital.usfsp.edu/challenger/

Dr. Goliath Davis and Cecil Howard

Media Analyst Rick Edmonds and Sen. Darryl Rouson

Dr. Rick Davis and Trenia Cox

Sophia Wisniewska

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478

Catherine Cardwell
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Teen pregnancy summit
BY JABAAR EDMOND
Contributor

ST. PETERSBURG –
Hosted by Lewis Stephens
Jr., founder of I Support
Youth,
Inc.,
Katrina
Aborisade and Tasha
Lowe, the “I Am Royalty
Pregnancy Summit” held
at the Enoch David Center
last month saw leaders
from the community, educators and small business
owners giving a group of
young ladies the necessary tools to deal with
teen pregnancy.
Project Coordinator
Dr. Christopher Warren
from the Figuring It Out
for the Child (FIOC) program at the University of
South Florida—St. Petersburg spoke about techniques of co-parenting and
his program. His presentation had the audience on
the edge of their seats.
FIOC is a unique re-

source and referral program designed to support
unmarried, non-co-resiAfrican-American
dent
mothers and fathers having their first baby together. Unlike many
federallysponsored “responsible fatherhood” initiatives,
the
FIOC
program connects with
the father and mother together throughout the
project.
At what could be a
very challenging time in a
teen parent’s life, Warren
spoke about the need for
fathers and mothers to
learn to co-parent whether
or not their relationship
continues.
Teen pregnancy is not
an easy subject to talk
about openly. It is a huge
test for any community,
and more events such as
this one should be highlighted.

Does Your
Sprinkler
System
Need A
Check Up?
Is your sprinkler system watering as efficiently as it can?
The city is offering a free check-up to customers!
Participants in the program will receive at NO CHARGE:
• Complete sprinkler system evaluation
• Installation of a rain sensor device if one does not exist
• Suggestions that may help you save water and money

TO BE ELIGIBLE, you must be a city of St. Petersburg
water customer, and your property must:
1. Have an operating in-ground sprinkler system with timer
2. Irrigate with drinking (potable), reclaimed, or well water

APPLY NOW! SensibleSprinkling@stpete.org
CALL 727-551-3177 FOR AN APPLICATION

Limited time offer. Restrictions may apply. Installation of suggested
modifications not included in this offer. Partial funding provided by
the Southwest Florida Water Management District.
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Our own plan for economic development
BY RAVEN JOY SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
President of Urban Development Solutions Larry
Newsome held a meeting
to discuss creating a sustainable economic development plan for Midtown
rather than the one offered up by the City’s
South St. Petersburg
Community Redevelopment Area (CRA).
In the fellowship hall
on March 7 at Bethel
Baptist
Community
Church, a dozen or so
community members discussed how to start the
process where a plan
could develop.
“What we should be
doing or looking at is
what can happen or what
is possible with respect to
Midtown if we put our
minds to it,” said Newsome.
Newsome brought an
example of what he feels
is a viable plan that will
touch on affordable housing, business development,
high-quality
childcare, educating residents, administration and
oversight and the funding
of organizations that are
already working to make
a difference in the area.
Grassroots
activist

Theresa “Momma Tee”
Lassiter said whatever
plans are come up with,
ordinary citizens need to
be involved.
“They [the city] wants
to make decisions about
my community that I’ve
lived in for 61 years, but
they’ve never asked or invited me to the table,” she
said.
Newsome was in complete agreement saying if
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. had waited for the
leaders to lead, the Civil
Rights Movement may
not have happened.
His example plan entailed $200 million dollars
coming
from
these
sources:
• Collateralization of
the CRA, anticipating that
the city would go out and
sell a bond or by other
means raise $40 million in
available funds
• General Funds - the
city would commit to allocating $2 million per year
to fund the agreed upon
uses
• Property taxes allocated from the redevelopment of Tropicana Field –
the redevelopment could
generate as much as $2025 million dollars per year
of property taxes with 25
percent of those taxes
committed to Midtown

www.

• In-kind land - A program could be started to
contribute the hundreds
of parcels of vacant land
on the south side to a development consortium of
local general contractors
who would build houses
• Use both federal and
state government housing
and tax credit programs
that can be utilized in development
• Private capital –
There are several banks
that have begun large billion dollar programs to invest in inner cities and
there are large and small
foundations that are willing to invest in a viable
plan
Newsome said in the
past, mayors have come
out with plans that will
only spend one or two million dollars a year. He
feels there is no way that
amount will bring transformative change in a
community this large.
“You’re never going to
be able to look at and see
change over a million dollars because it’s just way
too small and it’s spent in
ways that no empirical evidence would suggest that
it matters,” he said, eluding to the palm trees the
Fischer administration
planted along 16th Street
South hoping for an eco-

nomic boost to the area.
Faye Watson feels the
issues go beyond whoever is in the mayor’s office. She said that if the
black community does
not reach out and educate
itself and form small cells
in the community to help
guide each other, there
would be no change.
“Nothing
happens
until somebody gets a
job,” Watson said. “You
can build all the business
you want. You will rely on
white folks to come into
your community and buy
your goods and services if
you do not afford opportunities for employment to

black people who reside
in those communities.”
Noting a comment
from Gov. Rick Scott, Watson said we cannot continue to build our state on
tourism. We have to offer
incentives for large corporations to come to our
city, she said.
“I wouldn’t care if they
spend half the CRA
money and brought 20
here. If these people get
jobs, they can lift themselves out of their situation,”
she
said,
mentioning that Tampa
enticed Citi Group and
Amazon to set up shop
there.

Rick Smith, chief of
staff for the Service Employees
International
Union said Newsome’s
example plan was feasible, but it will not happen
without political power.
“This plan here is totally doable. Here’s where
we hit the wall, there ain’t
enough money in the city
until you start talking
about transformational
change…This
doesn’t
happen until you have political power.
The next meeting is
scheduled towards the
end of the month. Check
The Weekly Challenger for
the time and date.

T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C o m
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Who owns your legacy?
CEMETERY from front page

obtain the quitclaim on
Feb. 8.
Now ownership is up
in the air; although
Tamara Felton-Howard,
one of the lawyers for the
church, said only McKinnon and his company
have the authority to
convey the cemetery,
and that he “has signed a
document.”
Williams is now asking the community to
generate some energy.
“I didn’t feel raising
the money would be as
difficult a task as engaging our community. I
don’t want people to
write a check and walk
away,” he said.
Williams is asking all
area churches to begin
compiling a list of their
members who have
loved ones buried there
in efforts to start a database.
The church also
plans to establish an account and raise money to
take care of any legal battles headed their way.
“We do not believe

that this particular property should be in private
hands. No family, no private person should have
the latitude to be able to
dispose of this property
as they see fit,” said
Williams, who also stated
that the plan the church
will come up with will be
structured to facilitate
community ownership.
For almost a year and
a half, Gray, who is
white, volunteered her
time cleaning up the
cemetery that had fallen
into disarray after the
current owner abandoned it.
“This is not just about
tending the graves, this
is about telling the story
of the people that are
buried there. Anybody
can tend the graves but
they can’t tell the story,”
said Williams, who feels
a historically black cemetery should have a connection
with
a
historically black organization.
Gray told the Tampa
Bay Times that the non-

profit she established
last June is not owned by
one person, but that it is
a society. And with a quitclaim deed in her hands,
she feels her organization is the current owner
of the cemetery and will
continue
scheduled
cleanups.
“With all that we’ve
done, there’s a possibility
that all we have really accomplished is to get before a judge,” said
Williams. “When you get
before a judge with legal
action, anything can happen.”
At this point, there is
no clear path as to where
the $90,000 grant will go,
but the City of Gulfport
is ready to unload
$32,000 worth of liens
the property has obtained for general maintenance on its 6,000
acres.
“We are asking you to
be in prayer for our
group as we press forward to making our
plans for the cemetery a
reality,” said Williams.

Attorney Tamara Felton-Howard

Your
Family
Vision
Center

“A Personal Touch
from Caring Professionals”

DC eye
aSSoCIaTeS
Dr. Deborah C.
Flanagan

Optometric Physician

• Comprehensive Eye
Examinations
• Children’s Vision Care
• Contact Lens Specialist
• Eye Disease Management
• Medical Consults for Laser
Refractive and Cataract Surgery

Students
Professionals
adults
athletes

MEDICARE AND
MOST VISION PLANS ACCEPTED

Conveniently Located
4940 Central Avenue

727-321-6600 x1

“SHOP FOR NOTHING
FLEA MARKET”

Sat., March 18,
9 am - 2 pm at
New Jerusalem MBC
1715 18th Ave. S.
We are giving away
FREE
clothes and shoes!
ConneCt
With Us!

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
HOMEOWNERS
INSURANCE

Cancelled or Non-Renewed??

WE CAN HELP!!!

727-393-4617

Larry Eugene Walker • Insurance
Great Automobile Rates • Over 20 Years of Experience

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

B. Brinson Insurance Agency
Auto, Life, Health and Home Owners
brinsoninsagy@yahoo.com
Bennie Brinson
1830 49th St. So.
St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Tel: 727-328-9878
Cell: 727-215-3048
Fax: 727-328-9545

Law Office Of

RONALD L. NELSON, P.A.
ATTORNEY AT LAW
• Auto Accidents and Injuries
• Divorce and Family Law
• Employment Discrimination
• Wills and Probate
1247 First Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705

727-345-9292 • www.RonNelsonLaw.com
The hiring of a lawyer is an important decision that should not be based solely upon advertisements. Before
you decide, ask the lawyer to send you free written information about their qualifications and experience.

Deannie K’s Beauty Salon
Beauty is more
than skin deep.
Call TODAY for an appointment

Phone: 727-894-1734
2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS
CALL FOR

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

www.foodaddicts.org

w w w. T h e w e e k ly C h a l l e n g e r . C o m

The following jobs are currently available:
• maintenance Technician (Job Posting ID 12559)
• office manager (Job Posting ID 12580)
• administrative Specialist (Job Posting 12568)
• admissions recruiter advisor (Job Posting ID 12469)
• Technology & Systems analyst (Job Posting ID 9841)
For information regarding the above, please go to:
http://www.usfsp.edu/jobs
or visit the USFSP human resources office at
140 Seventh ave. S., Bay 206, St. Petersburg, Fl 33701
USFSP is an eo/equal access Institution.welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Gone fishin’
CHILDREN, from front page

away Valentine’s Day 2008
from the devastating disease.
“Sometimes the family
may be forgotten about because the patient is dealing
with the breast cancer itself, but the family needs
support as well, especially
the children,” said Michael
Shorter, executive director
of 1st Downs 4 Life, adding
that it’s a tough time for all
involved.
Sylvonia
Tootie
Williams-Clacken is a Moffitt Center patient with
triple negative breast cancer. She decided to cast
her worries aside and
spend the day with her
children on the fishing trip.
“When you have cancer, you just sit at home
and do nothing all day,”
she said. “I feel like this is
an opportunity to get with
my kids and go out and do
something that would be
nice for all of us.”
Williams-Clacken said
she and the children “had
a blast,” and what she enjoyed most was “watching
my kids suffer trying to
fish.”
Ed Parker came along
on the fishing trip with his
three sons and two daughters: Cody, Austin, Hunter,
Brianna and Allie. This
quintet was responsible for
catching more than 40 fish.
Cody got an award for
catching the most fish with
a total of 19. His brother
Austin caught 12 and
Hunter caught seven.
“I caught the last one
and it was the smallest
one,” said their father, with
an outdone look on his
face.
Along with Cody, an-

other young man named
Jared received a certificate
for catching the biggest
fish and Heaven Clacken
received one for having
the most fun on the trip.
The trio also received individual fishing supply
pouches along with new
fishing rods.
Madeira Beach Mayor
Travis Palladeno was on
hand to welcome all the
participants and sponsoring representatives from
the Buccaneers, the Glazers and the Moffitt Foundation. The mayor also
helped clean and bag the
freshly caught fish for participants to take home.
“Guys, this pier is
where it happens right
here in the Gulf of Mexico,” said Palladeno.
All participants received a fishing rod and a
shoulder bag.
About 1st Downs 4
Life
1st Downs 4 Life was
founded by Louis Murphy,
Jr., in St. Petersburg. His
mother fearlessly battled
Metastatic Breast Cancer,
passing away in 2008. She
worked
with
youth
throughout her career,
demonstrating the importance of giving back to the
community. Honoring his
mother’s legacy, Murphy
Jr. was inspired to give
back to the community his
mother dedicated her life
to. Combining both his
knowledge of sports and
his passion for helping others, 1st Downs 4 Life was
established in 2008.
To reach Allen Buchanan,
email abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

Louis Murphy, Jr. and Mayor Travis Palladeno
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Local meets legacy: The Weekly Challenger launches new app
Doorstep, desktop or
fingertips – The Weekly
Challenger newspaper
continues to connect
remnants of our rich historical past with our everpresent growing future.
Get connected, and stay
connected with our new
mobile app, now available for download on
Google Play and the App
Store.
Get our new app one
of three ways:
• Download it from
Google Play
• Download it from
the App Store
• Or download it directly from our website:
w w w. t h e w e e k l y c h a l lenger.com
Control your digital
news on Android or
Apple devices with customized content driven
from all of our best features: breaking news in
the community and beyond the bay via exclusive
videos,
our
interactive website and
social media updates.

The development of
the new app is one of the
many creative digital
marketing initiatives that
The Weekly Challenger
has implemented, setting
it apart from many
smaller local newspapers
– giving itself a competitive edge in the marketplace and the ability to
stand alongside larger
local newspapers having
similar longevity.
In the last three
years, The Weekly Challenger has strategically
poised itself by increasing digital awareness and
interactive social engagement. The newspaper
has also strengthened its
branding, readership and
digital reach through the
development of an updated website, by drawing
attention
to
community news, and by
maximizing both traditional and social marketing
channels
(like
Facebook, Twitter &
YouTube) to reach many
more readers and busi-

nesses within and beyond the bay.
Since our origins almost 50 years ago, The
Weekly Challenger has
been a source that consistently delivers news
that affects who we are,
where we are. Our new
app features a wholesome user experience
that appeals to both “old
school” and “new school”
alike, with push notifications that alert you of the
most recent news, local
award shows, hometown
heroes, politics and of
course – where to find
good eats.
Connect with The
Weekly Challenger team
as well as other community members even more
- access your favorite articles, news, developments and initiatives and
local events with ease!
For more information
and to download the app,
visit www.theweeklychallenger.com.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church

Church of Christ
@Pinecrest Park

Legacy Week is Feb. 2-10
www.legacyweek.org

301 38th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713
727-289-5025
Bro. Antonio Seay,
Senior Minister www.pinecrestparkcoc.org

11 A.M. Sunday
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

www.faithchsp.com • 727-337-9850

@FaithCHSP on Twitter
Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook

Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

SPIC would like to welcome you to away of life
conducive to proper religious growth, we are an
Islamic community in association with W.D.
Mohammed, which proclaims in word and deed the
universal message of Al-Islam, that there is but one
God and one human family. We will cultivate the
patterned growth of human excellence and good character through
building valuable relationships with all God conscious people.

Schedule of Services
Ju’mah (Friday Prayer) service.............................................1:30 pm
Tai’Leem(Sunday Qur’an study) .........................................10:30 am
Sisters (Precious Jewels) meetings every 2nd Sat. ......12:00 noon

Please visit us, you are all welcome!!!!
Imam Wilmore Sadiki & Staff

Sunday Morning Early Worship @ 8:15 AM
Sunday School @ 9:30 AM
Sunday Morning Second Worship @ 10:30 AM
Sunday Evening Service @ 5:00 PM
Monday Men & Ladies Bible Class @ 7:00 PM
Tuesday New Converts Class @ 6:30 PM
Wednesday Bible Class all ages @ 7:00 PM

Pastor
Claude Williams

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

20th Street
church of christ
bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday bible class (all ages)
Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday evening Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........8:30 a.m.
..........9:45 a.m.
.........6:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Your
church
ad
could be
here!
contact:
www.TheWeekly
challenger.com

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net
Dr. John A. Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEnCEs

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

Sunday Worship .......................................................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School......................................................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ..............................Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7:00 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7:00 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world, preaching the gospel to the unsaved and
teaching the saved to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC

Unity Temple of Truth Church

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the
community at large, its wish
that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings
upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered doctrine that has as its
central core, the belief that
we are a haven of hope, help,
and healing for a lost world
hungry and thirsty for the
word of God. At St. Mark, we
as a body of believers are
Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God
for the awesome gift of His
son, Jesus Christ.
Events for March

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER

Mental Fitness
“We have the mind of Christ.” I
Corinthians 2:16
Just as God is Father (Divine Mind), Son
(Perfect Idea) and Holy Spirit (Complete Expression), we are three-fold beings: Spirit,
soul and body (I Thessalonians 5:23). We
are Spirit. We have a soul and each of us
lives in a body. For the next two weeks, we
will be dealing with 2 aspects of the soul:
Mental F1tness and Emotional F1tness so
that we can be stable and balanced.
One way to be Mentally F1T is by thinking before we speak especially when people
are asking us questions. Jesus Christ exemplified Mental F1tness by giving the appropriate response to his challengers about
some of the most controversial issues: the
Commandments, adultery, the Sabbath,
marriage, divorce, taxes and identity. He always gave people something to think about
that opened their minds and expanded their
consciousness. Today, we too are faced with
“hot topics’ and we can respond with the
same wisdom, knowledge and understanding that Jesus Christ did. Through prayer
and meditation, we have the ability to think
on a higher level and empower others to do

the same (Philippians 2:5).
Another way to manifest mental fitness
is by focusing on positive thoughts instead
of negative ones. Every thought is a prayer.
Through our thinking we connect with God
and attract or repel our good. Whatever we
focus on grows and multiplies in lives, world
and affairs. We cannot stop thoughts from
coming to our minds any more than we can
stop birds from flying over head. Nevertheless, just as we can stop birds from planting
nests on our heads, we can decide what
ideas we will give our attention. Until we
give an idea energy and attention, it is only
a suggestion or an invitation. Invitations and
suggestions can be accepted or rejected. It
is important that our thoughts are governed
by the Holy Spirit to ensure so that we are
being our best selves and living our best
lives (Philippians 4:8).
I challenge each of you this week is to
do some type of brainteaser to keep your
minds sharp. Some suggestions are doing
Sudoku, learning a new word a day, crossword puzzles, learning a new application on
your telephone/computer or some other
game that requires you to really think.

Your church
ad could
be here
Call: 727-896-2922

Mar 26 - Men in Harmony
Concert at 4 p.m.
Mar 31 - St. Mark
Monthly Business Meeting at
7 p.m.
Coming events for the
Month of April 2017
Apr 29 - St. Mark 4th Annual Mission Awards Luncheon
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday school starts
each Sunday morning at 9:30
a.m. All are invited to come
out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out to

study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held every
Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in
the community are welcomed
to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2-4 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday
evening: 7 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Friendship MBC
THIS IS YOUR INVITATION TO THE CHURCH
WHERE WE KNOW “IT'S
JUST NICE TO BE NICE” COME TO THE SHIP AND
SEE FOR YOURSELF Need a place to call home,
we're not perfect, all of us
have sinned and fallen short,
you can come here just as
you are, seeking a Word from
the Lord, great Teaching
(Wednesday In The Word,
Noon Day and at 7:00 pm,
Also Youth Enrichment, alittle something full of Fun and
Spiritual designed just for the
children and Preaching is
what you desire, well, look no
further...The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”,
will hold
their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45
am and Sunday Church
School at 9:30 am. Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor and the
Official Board stand ready to
WELCOME YOU.
March at the Ship
WOMEN AND COLORECTAL
CANCER
AWARENES (THE COLOR
PURPLE) MONTH
Please Join US at “The
Ship” at the 10:45 am Worship Service, a Real place to
be for these Real times.
March 1, 2017, WE begin
our Forty (40) Days of Fasting ending April 9, 2017,
which is Psalm Sunday.
Please secure your Daniel
Fasting Information on the
Resource Table. Where your
health permits. To join us in
selecting to Fast one or two of
the following Food Items:
Sweets, Seafood, Salt, Sugar,
Starches, Sodas, Steaks (All
RED Meats) and Social

Media. THE LILY MEMORIAL MINISTRY: The Time
has come once again to Remember our Love One(s)
with the Gift of an Easter Lily
that will be displays at the
Altar. Please see Sis. Bessie
Davenport to place your
Order. Contact the Church
Office at (727) 906-8300.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
Saturday, March 18, 2017
at 10:00 am, our 2017 Annual
One Day Spring Retreat,
Theme: “Envisioning The
Future
Exceptionally
Through Our Commitment
To Christian Stewardship,” Jeremiah 29:11, 1 Corinthians
4:1 & 2. The Speaker: Dr.
Michael D. Warren, Pastor,
Pleasant View Missionary
Baptist Church of Apopka,
Florida and the Florida General Baptist Convention, Inc.,
Chairman of the Board,
which will be held at the St.
Mark Missionary Baptist
Church-Port of Tampa, Elder
Corriggio Reeves, Host Pastor, 7221 Sherrill Street,
Tampa, Florida 33616. Please
plan now to attend, Bus
Transportation sheet will be
located in Atrium...Let's have
a great day in the Lord.... Sis.
Annie Munns, West Coast
General Secretary advised
everyone attending that:
Today's Blessing, Tampa, will
be our Out-Reach Project,
each person attending is
asked to bring five (5) Can
Goods, this will go along way.
Also, across the street from
the church at the Center,
there will be a Health Fair.
FLORIDA GENERAL
BAPTIST CONVENTION,
INC.

The Women's Auxiliary
Churches are asked to start
collecting your WHITE
TOWELS AND WASHCLOTHS.
The Florida General Baptist Convention, Inc., 142nd
Annual Session, April 3-7,
2017 — Embassy Suites
Hotel, Kissimmee, Florida Dr. Larry G. Mills, Pastor of
Mt. Sinai Missionary Baptist
Church – Orlando, will
preach the Opening Message, Monday, April 3, 2017 at
10:00 am. - Make preparation
and Mark your Calendars.
NATIONAL BAPTIST
CONVENTION, USA, INC.
Sis. Cynthia P. Smith
newly Appointed Woman's
Auxiliary President, will be
Celebrated on March 17,
2017 at 6:00 pm in Detroit,
Michigan.
“THE SHIP” won't sail
without YOU! For additional information on any of
the announcements, please
contact us by the following
methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church,
3300 31st St. S, St. Petersburg, Florida 33712 Church
Office: 727-906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
Now “Live Streaming”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our
Facebook page Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
Need a ride to church?
Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 906-8300 – Mon.
– Fri. from 9 am - 3 pm.
“Remember and pray for
our men and women in uniform as well as our veterans
this new year!”
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ADMISSIONS

FINANCIAL AID

New classes start five times per year: August,
October, January, April and June.

• Financial aid, which consists of Federal and State grants,
and scholarships, is available to those who
qualify and can help cover the cost of a Pinellas
Technical College education.

1. Take the TABE (Test of Adult Basic Education).
2. Meet with a counselor to discuss your TABE results,
program interests and requirements.
3. You may visit your program(s) of interest.

• To apply for financial aid, complete the application
at www.fafsa.gov. The School Codes are 005605
(Clearwater campus) and 013917 (St. Petersburg campus).
• Veterans and other eligible students may use their
Veterans (VA) benefits, including the Montgomery GI Bill
and Post 9/11 GI Bill, at Pinellas Technical College.

4. Apply for Financial Aid.
5. Complete registration form, confirm your
residency status, and pay for class.

• Pinellas Technical College accepts Florida Prepaid and the
Florida Bright Futures Scholarship.

TWO CAMPUS LOCATIONS
Clearwater Campus
6100 154th Ave. N.
727-538-7167

St. Petersburg Campus
901 34th Street S.
727-893-2500

www.pcsb.org/myptc
Our mission is to provide students the opportunity to develop national
workplace competencies to fill the needs of business and industry.
Vision: To be our community’s first choice for workforce training.

ENROLL NOW!

